
 

 

Rookery South CLP Meeting 31 Draft Notes 

Monday 14th July 2025 – 6.00 pm, Stewartby Room, Rookery South ERF 

 

Present: 

CLP Members – Chris Martin (Marston Moretaine PP); Neil Wright (Brogborough PC); Clive 

Baker (Wootton PC); Jean Peall (Lidlington PC); Jennie Thomas (Millbrook PM). 

Observers/Presenters – Rookery South Ltd: Richard Hollidge (RH); Jim Clark (JC); CLP 

Facilitator: Bob Fisher (BF). 

1. Apologies: Anita Taylor (Encyclis); Mark Terry (Encyclis); Marc Frost (Bedford Borough 

Council); Stephen Sleight (MVCRP); Cllr Sue Clark (Cranfield & Marston); Robina 

Chatham (Lidlington Resident); Emma D’Avilar (EdA), Environment Agency; Dee 

Walker (CBC Planning).Introductions 

The new Operations Manager of RSL, Jim Clark, was introduced to the CLP.  

2. Approval of Notes from Meeting 30 and Matters Arising 

The notes from meeting 30 (Jan 2025) were approved and the final version has been posted 

on the RSL website. 

Q. Wootton PC: At the previous meeting there were discussions about possibly creating a 

biofuel plant (use of vegetable oil in place of diesel); are there any plans to do this? 

JC: There are no plans to develop such a plant this year. 

RH: Although in use at Newhurst, this remains under review. 

Q: Wootton PC: At the previous meeting, updates on 1) particulate emissions and 2) stack 

testing had been promised. 

RH: These updates had been sent shortly after that meeting via email in February and 

forwarded on to the CLP, as follows: 

 

1) ACTION - Wootton PC: There was also a question pending on dust emissions, re 

particles of < 2.5; any response? 

MT: Apologies – this had not been followed up, but he promised to do so. 

There is currently no validated, commercially available equipment for continuously 

monitoring PM10 and PM2.5 emissions from EfW plants. Instead, plants are 

required to continuously measure total particulate matter (TPM). TPM includes 

particulates of all sizes including PM10, PM2.5, PM1 etc as well as ultrafine 

particles. The total Particulate matter limit was reduced by the latest BREF from 

10mg/m3 to 5mg/m3 daily average. 



 

 

 

2) ACTION - EA Submissions – Periodic stack testing took place and no issues were 

reported. New BREF guidelines introduced at the end of 2023 & RSL conducted 

some dioxin monitoring -   dioxins and pherons (sic) not trackable in emissions data; 

RSL already conducts biannual testing for these, but not during shut-downs/start-

ups. Results not yet available, as testing was conducted in May, but will be 

published as soon as they [sic]. 

 

Periodic stack testing at Rookery is biannual. The monitoring campaigns were 

carried out in April and November 2024. Results are compliant with the Permit limit 

and submitted to the Environment Agency – who can no doubt confirm.  This 

monitoring includes: Heavy Metals, Mercury, Dioxins and Furans, Cadmium, 

Thallium, Hydrogen Fluoride and Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. 

 

Q: Wootton PC: Noted that the EA had no comments and that there were no issues with the 

plant. 

RH: Explained that the exceedances had been reported and it would be more concerning 

should the plant not report and the EA flag them; however in the case of those reported 

the EA had nothing to add in the previous meeting. 

Q: Wootton PC: Have there been any results on testing for Mercury levels? 

JC:  The plant was compliant on the most recent tests – i.e. well within the limits. 

Q: Wootton PC: With the recent increase in capacity, has this led to a corresponding 

increase in terms of contracts? 

RH: The plant has reached its absolute capacity, factoring in down-time, which is between 

595 and 605 Ktpa 

Q: Wootton PC: What is the outlook in terms of installing Carbon 14? 

RH: RSL will install in the next couple of months. 

Q: Wootton PC: Has RSL installed the experimental carbon-capture unit? 

RH: The CCU is on site and is currently going through trials - e.g. pressure tests – which 

will be running over the next couple of weeks. 

Q: Wootton PC: Is the Emissions Trading Scheme still scheduled for 2026-2028? 

RH: That remains the expectation with the DESNZ consultation response due out any day. 

  

 

 



 

 

3. Operation Manager’s Update – (JC) 

JC presented an environmental summary for the last 6 months (see Slide #3), from January-

July 2025, in which period there were two reported exceedances - in April (explosion at the 

grate, possibly due to a gas canister) and in May (30 min HCl exceedance on Line 3).  

There were also 2 reported environmental near-misses. 

The Compliance Acceptance Report (CAR) has been received (see slide for details). 

The Operations slide (#4) also indicates considerable work done on both Turbine and Boiler 

in Q1 and Q2. 

Q: Marston Moretaine PP: How many units of power does RSL export? 

RH: Normally around 60 MW – RSL produces around 63-64MW and exports around 60MW. 

During this period at least two lines were operating at any time, apart from 3 days in 

February. 

4. General Manager’s Update – (RH) 

RH welcomed JC as new Operations Manager at RSL. 

RH reported no substantial changes over the period Jan – July 2025. The update slide (#5) 

summarised matters re Section 106, including the Community Trust Fund (CTF), Electricity 

Subsidy Scheme, vehicle movements and the Green Lane works. 

A new leaflet for the next round of CTF grants is being produced (both online and paper 

form), together with examples of the types of projects being supported under the scheme. 

The next round of grants will be considered in September 2025 and announced in 

November.  

The Electricity Scheme awarded circa £190K this year, however the numbers applying have 

reduced year on year. . 

Vehicle movements – 42,024 in 6 months (i.e. 21,012 in/out), with a daily peak of 206 

vehicles on 27/06. 

In terms of vacancies at the plant, JC noted that there are currently 3 apprenticeship posts 

(through Loughborough College) and 1 FT cover post. 

5. Carbon Capture Facility Update (RH pp AT) 

See separate slides for RSL CCF. 

Q: Marston Moretaine PP: Will the stacks [as shown in the slide] be the same size as the 

existing stacks? 

RH: They will be as tall. The existing  stacks will be the back-up of the others should the 

carbon capture plant be down for maintenance.  



 

 

Q: Wootton PC: On the CCF web page, the “how will water and drainage be managed” 

Q&A does not have a drop-down answer.   

AT (via email) - I have asked Stantec to remedy this but clearly that information will be 

available in the planning application detail. 

Q: Wootton PC: On the CBC website, there’s a reference to a Scoping Report (RCCF-PIA), 

dated 25/03. However, this report has been largely redacted – is there any reason for 

this? 

AT (via email) – this is standard practice to ensure compliance with GDPR regulations and 

confidential information such as protected species or commercial information. 

Q: Wootton PC: The scoping reports on the CBC website refer to possible problems relating 

to water supply and the disposal of wastewater. Any detail on this? 

RH will enquire about this. 

Q: Wootton PC: Is there any news on the pipeline for transporting carbon? 

RH: There is no news currently and the issue is under consultation. 

Millbrook PM: Has it been confirmed where the stored carbon will go? 

RH: Most likely to the NE or NW of England  

Millbrook PM: … and what route this would take?  

RH: This depends on whether there is something to connect to and whether it bisects the 

mainline railway. Transporting via lorry would obviously not make much practical sense. 

JC: The aim of the pipeline would be to pick up stored carbon from other power stations. 

RH: Rail options are being considered, although there is currently no demand. 

Millbrook PM: Might East West Rail be a possibility? 

RH: Possibly, yes, but this project is still under review and possibly delayed due to the 

Universal announcement 

Lidlington PC: Is there currently any form of evaluation which would assess the combined 

environmental impact of various projects, such as EWR or Universal Studios? 

RH: No – RSL will – and does – account for its own activities, but is not aware of any 

information regarding EWR or Universal. 

JC: With regard to the District Heating project, the whole energy balance needs to be taken 

into account and is dependent upon an off taker big enough so that the investment costs of 

the infrastructure are worthwhile.  

6. EA Update 

There was no update from the EA this time, as Emma is in the process of moving to another 

post. However, BF will request an update from the incoming EA Officer, Mr Ben Peresson. 



 

 

7. LA Update 

There was no update from the LA this time, unfortunately, owing to DW’s ongoing health 

issues. However, BF has contacted Bryn Walters for a planning update, which hopefully will 

follow in due course.  

8. AOB 

Marston Moretaine PP:  

Once commissioning has been completed, how soon will it be before any data – e.g. re. 

Amine dosing - are published? 

RH: Different amines will be used over the 18 month trial so every 6-7 months. 

Marston Moretaine PP: Are there any concerns over the possible environmental impact of 

the CC plant? 

RH: No, there are no concerns presently, as volumes of Amine, for example, are very small. 

JC: The carbon sample used for the testing is small and is fed back into the main plant 

RH: The unit is bunded should there be any leaks and automatically shut down. Any gases 

are passed back into the main plant.  

Q: Wootton PC - As specifically requested by Wootton Parish Council; have ANY deliveries 

had been made to RSL by Rail?  

RH: None received by rail as we have no direct siding; however, this is reviewed and at 

present no volume has been offered by rail. 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 12th January 2026 @ 6.00pm 

BF 

RSL CLP Facilitator 

 

 

 


