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Rookery South CLP Meeting 30 Draft Notes 

Monday 13th January 2025 – 6.00 pm, Stewartby Room, Rookery South ERF 

 

Present: 

CLP Members – Chris Martin (Marston Moretaine PP); Neil Wright (Brogborough PC); Clive 
Baker (Wootton PC); Jean Peall (Lidlington PC); Robina Chatham (Lidlington Resident); Sally 
Law (Stewartby PC);  

Observers/Presenters – Rookery South Ltd: Richard Hollidge (RH); Anita Taylor (AT) 

Emma D’Avilar (EdA), Environment Agency; Dee Walker (CBC Planning); CLP Facilitator: Bob 
Fisher (BF). 

Apologies: Mark Terry (Encyclis); Marc Frost (Bedford Borough Council); Stephen Sleight 
(MVCRP); Cllr Sue Clark (Cranfield & Marston); Jennie Thomas (Millbrook PM). 

 

1. Introductions 

The new General Manager of RSL, Richard Hollidge, was introduced to the CLP.  

2. Approval of Notes from Meeting 29 and Matters Arising 

The notes from Meeting 29 (July 2024) were approved. 

Q: Wootton PC: At Meeting 29, there were plans mentioned for a carbon neutral biofuel 
start-up. Is there any date for this? 

RH: Newhurst ERF plant in Loughborough has set up a vegetable oil plant in place of diesel to 
run for 6-8 months Subject to how it goes there, RSL may setup a plant at the end of 
2025/beginning 2026? 

Q: Wootton PC: Any update on particulate dust emissions of < 2.5 microgrammes from the 
plant? 

Action - RH: MT will report back on his return. 

Q: Wootton PC: Re: periodic stack testing took place in May 2024 – are the results of these 
tests available? 

 Action - RH: If the results are not already on the RSL website, he will ask Paula Alvarez 
(Encyclis Environmental Manager) to share the results. 

Q: Wootton PC: Have there been any further updates from Universal Studios? 

Stewartby PC: No further updates until the Government update on investment. 

Q: Wootton PC: Any updates on ONH Housing development plan (for c 2000 houses in 
Stewartby)? 
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Stewartby PC: It’s gone quiet; it might be happening …. 

AT will do a general update on the District Heating project. 

Q: Wootton PC: Cranfield University conducted a study on steam/light refraction events (see 
previous meetings) – are the findings available? 

Action - RH: This was some time ago; however, will share the findings after this meeting. 

3. Environmental Summary (July – December 2024) 

RH presented a summary of Q4 (see Slide 3), on behalf of MT, which included: 

- Schedule 5 notifications in August (CO2 exceedance caused by gas bottle explosion in 
the grate) and September (lightning strike caused the plant to trip) which caused a 
TOC exceedance. 

- Environmental incidents in August and October (Abnormal Operations, both reported 
to the EA) and December (mercury levels in stack testing were retested) 

- 2 Complaints in the period – heavy vehicle movements diverted through Liddington 
when the A421 was shut; RSL instructed contractors to follow prescribed route; also 
report re the colour of the smoke, reported through the EA. 

- An ammonia trigger in October. 
- Dec – waiting on revised testing re mercury levels; results due fairly soon. 
- EA submissions (quarterly report submitted) 

In addition, the EA carried out an audit on 11th October (on hazardous waste in IBA and also 
weighbridge procedures). No permit breaches reported. 

Any further enquiries, please contact RH:  

4. Operation Manager’s Update 

RH provided a summary of Q4 on behalf of MT (key points on slide 4). 

Overall, quite a good performance in Q4, with 96-98% boiler availability. The plant processed 
just under 150,000 tonnes of waste, and 128,943 MWh of electricity exported. 

Q: Wootton: How much waste was processed in 2024? 

RH: c581,000 tonnes, which was slightly down on the previous year, due to unplanned 
outages. Post-meeting Note: Final total was 588,000. Last week of year had not been 
included.  

Q: Wootton: Has there been another sample of biogenic content recently? 

RH: The most recent sample (November 2024) indicated 47.33% biogenic matter. Normally, 
the proportion of biogenic vs municipal waste is around 50-50, so this was a fairly consistent 
reading. Other forms of testing – e.g. Carbon 14 – are being considered. Spot testing is 
conducted randomly over a period of approx. 4 days. 

Q: Marston Moretaine: Would there be any variation due to CBC charging for garden waste 
collection. 
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RH: No – there may be a bit more in the bunker, but it’s normally not enough to affect the 
balance/cv. 

Q: Wootton: Do Ofgem publish reports of these samples? 

RH: No, although RSL has to formally submit the results to their assessment team. If RSL 
does install Carbon 14, this will be the method used in the future, as it provides a much 
more reliable statement. Regular quarterly testing conducted by Knights, who take a 750kg 
sample. There is a degree of seasonality (e.g. Xmas), which might affect results. C14 testing 
is a bit more ‘gold standard’.  

5. General Manager’s Update 

RH summarised key events in Q4, including staff changes, Section 106 Compliance and 
Employment Opportunities (see slide 5). 

- PK has left the company; the Interim Operational Manager will be Ben Good. 
- CTF grants have included solar panels for schools, a Scout Hut, and Green Initiatives. 

The next period for the CTF opens 19th March 2025 and applications to Grantscape 
are encouraged from all local communities; the money is there to be used and quite 
a wide range of applications have been considered in the past. Payments for the 
Electricity Subsidy Scheme will be reviewed once the January indexation has been 
received. 

- Vehicle Movements report has been submitted, recording an average of 280 vehicle 
movements per day in the last 6 months (i.e. 140 in, 140 out), as compared with 271 
between January and June. These included ash wagons and diesel deliveries. 

- Re. work on Green Lane, RSL has been asked to do more CCTV survey work.  

Q: Stewartby: Is RSL still paying Warners to do rubbish collection along Green Lane? 

RH: Yes – they were out last week & the contract has been renewed for this year. 

- Aside from PK’s post, the only current vacancy is for an Electrical Technician. 

6. Carbon Capture Facility Update 

AT summarised progress on CCF from July to December 2024, which included working with 
consultants Stantec UK Ltd to draft impact assessment work to support the planning 
application for a CCF. Local Pre-Planning Application meetings & 2 open day events in 
November were well-attended and the response generally positive. In addition, there have 
been expressions of interest to tour RSL ERF – an indication that local people are keen to 
know what’s going on (which will be booked in for February). AT also attended a meeting at 
Millbrook in November and a further one is planned at Cranfield. More information can be 
found on the RSL website: Rookery South - Carbon Capture Facility 
https://www.rookerysoutherf.co.uk/community/  

AT also commented on the District Heating project. Although RSL has been operating for 
more than 3 years, District Heating has yet to take off, as it is dependent on third parties to 
launch this. RSL is ready to go with this and there has been sporadic interest from 

https://www.ccfrookerysouth.co.uk/


 

4 
 

organisations about what heating or electricity RSL can provide, and RSL is ready to go, so 
hopefully there will be some progress by the end of the year. RSL is still in partnership with 
Vital Energi, who are leading on detailed technical discussions. 

Q: Marston Moretaine: At the previous meeting, it was mentioned a small experimental unit 
for carbon capture would be installed at RSL – any progress with this? 

AT: This will be delivered at the mid-February 2025. There will be an installation period of 1-
2 weeks, all the connection ports are ready, and the aim is to start by the end of February. 
The trials will run initially for 12 months and involve recirculation of a very small percentage 
of flue gas, which is then fed back into the plant. 

Q: Marston Moretaine: Is this the first trial of its kind? 

AT: No, Enfinium in Ferrybridge took delivery of a unit in September (in partnership with KVA 
– formerly HZI).  

Q: Marston Moretaine: If the CCF works, will this address some of the concerns about 
emissions recently raised by the BBC report about ERF plants? 

AT: RSL is first and foremost an Energy from Waste producer, not an Energy provider. The 
data used by the BBC aligned RSL and similar plants with Energy providers, which makes the 
findings somewhat misleading. 

Q: Stewartby: The only objection would be regarding the chimneys; SL explained to 
Stewartby PC, that there would only ever be two chimneys visible. 

AT: Scoping is in drafting on matters re alignment of stacks – RSL wants to be technically clear 
about this and is waiting to hear back. RSL is currently undergoing CO2 (PHAST) modelling 
and working on the position of chimneys, and all of this will be reported. 

Q: Wootton PC: Is it true that the Emissions Trading Scheme comes in in 2028? 

RH: The Government consultation is on-going with the outcome expected mid-2025. 

Q: Wootton PC: How does the Carbon Capture plan fit in with the National Infrastructure 
plan? 

AT: The infrastructure plan will not just involve EfW plants and other sectors will also need to 
de-carbonise. The CC plan will need to be joined up with other plans, on the basis that CO2 
will be pipelined offsite. Other options might be transport by road or rail. At the moment, it 
is an emerging development plan and hopefully there will be more clarity on this as the year 
goes on. RSL wants to decarbonise – locally and onsite - and the only way to achieve this is 
to have a Carbon Capture unit appended to the plant. 

Q: Marston Moretaine: What if the CO2 had to be exported by road? How many lorry loads 
might this involve? 

AT: Some assessment has been done and, if that were the case, it might be just under the 
DCO limit of 594. However, there is no desire to do this; preferably it would be transferred in 
liquid form. 
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Q: Wootton PC: Re government targets for reducing particulates of < 2.5 micro grammes – 
are there any plans for improving emission of particulates via the Carbon Capture plan? 

AT: No – but that would be addressed operationally, in which case MT will feed back on this 
issue in terms of plant operations. It would need to be kept separate from the CCF. 

Q: Marston Moretaine: Would there need to be a storage buffer for CO2 at RSL? 

AT: Yes – that’s included in the application. 

Q: Wootton PC: Will Stantec UK be doing the environmental impact assessment work – and 
who will they report to? 

AT: As Stantec are employed as consultants on the project, they will submit the planning 
application and associated Environmental Statement on behalf of RSL to the LPA. 

EA Update 

E d’A: Submissions from the plant are regularly received and communications are good.  

As mentioned earlier, there was a Waste acceptance audit – e.g. on bottom ash – and the 
results were classified as non-hazardous. The process has been in place for some years and 
there is a national project to review it to see if it is still fit for purpose. The audit involved 
inspections of waste coming in, together with coding, labelling, sorting and sampling 
procedures, together with pre- and post-audit visits. 

All the EA’s questions were answered and no non-compliances were reported.  

Q: Wootton PC: The Permit limit is 657,000 tonnes of waste, but there is no reference to this 
(on the website?) 

E d’A: This is a Permit Variation, and this increase will be noted. It is still within the original 
modelling envelope for this plant. 

Local Authority Update 

DW: Monitoring visits to the plant have continued and no breaches have been reported. 

On 23rd January, a Planning Enforcement Officer will be visiting the plant, but she is new to 
the post, and this is part of her introduction to the plant and its complexity. 

Re earlier comments re CCF, CBC has received the pre-application submission, and this is 
now pending validation. A formal application will be processed in due course. 

Q: Wootton PC: The Local Government Association recently published a report on the Local 
Carbon Trading Tax.   Did CBC and/or Waste & Minerals contribute to the LGA Report? 

Action - DW: will find out and report back. 

Q: Wootton PC: The Waste & Minerals section of the CBC website has not been updated to 
include the increase in waste received by the plant. 

AT: The LPA have been informed of this. 
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Action - DW: Will review this with BW. 

Q: Wootton PC: Re a CBC project on Air Pollution conducted at Cranfield to run for two years 
– will the findings be on the CBC website? 

DW: The study does not relate to Planning, but the Pollution team; she will check a point of 
contact. 

Q: Wootton PC: Re the Environmental Impact Statement – are the criteria the same as the 
last impact statement for this facility?  

AT: Legislation for EIA is continuously being updated and there have been several updates 
since assessment for the ERF was considered. . 

AOB 

Q: Marston Moretaine: Are presentations for the Carbon Capture plan still being offered? If 
so, any possibility of a visit to Marston Moretaine; 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30? Also, 
please inform CLP when the Carbon Capture unit trial starts. 

AT: Hopefully the application will be submitted within 3-6 months, so there should be news 
at the next meeting. Will send the email out via BF. 

Date of Next Meeting 

Monday July 14th 2025; 6.00 pm 

 

 

 

 


